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Maby the wrong population? 

A collection of syndromes 
     Different phenotypes  
     Different pathophysiology 

Most AHF trials were 
performed in LVSD 
     Already well treated pts 

Different underlying    
aetiologies 
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Maby the wrong design/endpoints? 

 Whether to use a placebo or an active control? 
 
 Size matters? 
 
 Is it possible to improve post-discharge long-term mortality 
with a drug given iv for only few hours or days in hodpital? 

 
Endpoints based on symptoms / signs? 
 
 Timming to start the study drug (6h; 12h; 16h; 24H)?  

 
Standard therapy in many trials  is very good at relieving 
symptoms! 
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Composite endpoints including morbidity and mortality 
 
Mortality should be all cause 
 
The timming should be 30-60 days 
 
Readmissions should be included  (clinically relevant; 

costs). 
 
Do not recommend the inclusion of na endpoint based on 
symptoms/signs. 
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Levosimendan reduced the length of hospital stay 
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22 RCTs – 3025 patients 
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